
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE572 April 15, 2010 
Organization of Iran (PMOI/MEK), he intro-
duced a resolution (H. Res. 704) which ‘‘de-
plores the ongoing violence by Iraqi security 
forces against the residents of Camp Ashraf; 
calls upon the Iraqi Government to live up to 
its commitment to the United States to ensure 
the continued well-being of those living in 
Camp Ashraf; and calls upon the President to 
take all necessary and appropriate steps to 
support the commitments of the United 
States’’ to ensure protection of Camp Ashraf 
residents. 

The majority of the members of the House 
of Representatives who have co-sponsored 
the resolution include 11 Committee Chairs; 
13 Committee Ranking Members; 54 Sub- 
Committee Chairs; 49 Sub-Committee Rank-
ing Members; and 30 House Foreign Affairs 
Committee members. 

ROS-LEHTINEN stressed that in light of re-
peated breach of guaranties provided by the 
Iraqi Government to the United States that 
residents of Camp Ashraf would be treated 
humanely, ‘‘the U.S. is obligated to take all 
necessary and appropriate steps to uphold our 
commitments.’’ The Florida lawmaker added 
that ‘‘we must send a clear message to the 
residents of Camp Ashraf that the U.S. Con-
gress stands with them.’’ 

Congressman EDOLPHUS TOWNS (D–NY), 
Chairman of the Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee, lauded the bi-partisan na-
ture of support for Camp Ashraf and said ‘‘it’s 
so important that we continue to work together 
. . . to bring about the change that is so 
needed today.’’ 

Congressman DANA ROHRABACHER (R–CA), 
Ranking Member of House International Orga-
nizations, Human Rights, and Oversight Sub-
committee, remarked that ‘‘we must make 
sure that anyone who is fighting the mullah re-
gime and would replace it with a democratic 
government is an ally of the people of the 
United States and we should not allow them to 
suffer negative consequences if we can pre-
vent it. That is especially true of the people of 
Camp Ashraf.’’ 

Congressman TED POE (R–TX), a member 
of the House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on 
Terrorism, Nonproliferation, and Trade said: ‘‘It 
is important that we constantly stay vigilant 
that we let the people in Camp Ashraf know 
that their silent voices are heard here in the 
United States . . . We are not going to stand 
idly by while those who wish to do harm to the 
residents of Camp Ashraf mend, weave their 
wicked ways and they will not be dispersed 
into parts and regions unknown to the rest of 
us.’’ 

Congressman LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART (R–FL) 
described the Iranian regime as ‘‘regime of 
thugs,’’ and added ‘‘this is most impressive to 
have the majority of the U.S Congress of one 
mind with regard to a critical issue and the 
travesty the brutality that was engaged against 
the innocent people in Ashraf. And so we will 
get this to the floor and we will pass it and we 
will stay on this issue.’’ 

Congressman MARIO DIAZ-BALART (R–FL) 
described the attack on Ashraf as ‘‘a cold- 
blooded murder’’ and emphasized that the 
only way that they ‘‘could ever be totally safe 
is by having a free homeland.’’ 

FILNER added that ‘‘the administration 
should encourage the United Nations to play a 
much more active role insofar as it concerns 
Camp Ashraf and strengthen the role of a 
U.N. monitoring team in Ashraf to one of pro-

tecting the residents to ensure that their rights 
and safety are respected and all the inhumane 
restrictions placed on them by the Iraqi gov-
ernment are lifted.’’ 

Mrs. Maryam Rajavi, the President-elect of 
the National Council of Resistance of Iran, 
also addressed the briefing via video from 
Paris. She emphasized that the House major-
ity support for Ashraf indicates its recognition 
of the Iranian Resistance, especially Ashraf, 
as ‘‘a decisive factor in confronting this 
antihuman regime’’ in Tehran. Addressing the 
co-sponsors of the resolution, Mrs. Rajavi re-
marked that ‘‘While appreciating your efforts, I 
would like to ask you to continue your noble 
and humanitarian work in order to ensure that: 
The protection of the residents of Ashraf is 
guaranteed as long as the U.S. forces remain 
in Iraq; Mandate of the United Nations Assist-
ance Mission for Iraq is expanded to guar-
antee the rights of Ashraf residents. The 
United Nations assumes the protection of 
Ashraf and a U.N. peacekeeping force is sta-
tioned at Ashraf; all restrictions and the block-
ade imposed by the Iraqi government against 
Ashraf in the past 14 months are lifted.’’ 

Congresswoman JUDY CHU (D–CA) of the 
Judiciary Committee told the reception that ‘‘I 
was happy to support House Resolution 704. 
Certainly there needed to be protection for the 
people in Camp Ashraf. We should make sure 
that they continue to be safe. The United 
States and the Iraqi government should en-
sure that these residents have all security that 
they need. And so we must continue the pres-
sure to make sure that happens so that the 
pro-democracy movement can continue to be 
safe and the Iranian people can be safe. So 
let us continue our relationship. I’m very, very 
happy to see that you are here on the Hill and 
that you’re presenting your issues to us.’’ 

Congressman TRENT FRANKS (R–AZ), mem-
ber of the Armed Services Committee, told the 
gathering that ‘‘We see some of the people of 
Camp Ashraf in Iraq that are being persecuted 
and threatened and even the Iranian govern-
ment wants to see them repatriated to Iran 
and I think that represents a great danger to 
them and I want you to know that there are a 
lot of us that reject that completely. We want 
to see both the Government of Iraq and the 
Government of the United States stand up and 
make sure that we protect these people in 
Camp Ashraf.’’ 

In his remarks, Congressman AL GREEN (D– 
TX) from the Homeland Security Committee 
told the reception that ‘‘Doctor King was right 
when he said decades ago—and his words 
ring true today—‘Injustice anywhere is a threat 
to justice everywhere’. Injustice in the streets 
of Iran is a threat to justice in the streets of 
every nation on the planet Earth and we must 
end injustice in the streets of Iran . . . We 
must support the human rights movement that 
is taking place in Iran.’’ 
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF MR. 
BENJAMIN HOOKS 
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Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and remember Mr. Benjamin 
Hooks, who passed away this morning at the 

age of 85. Benjamin Hooks was a champion 
of equality and justice who fought tirelessly for 
civil rights and, in doing so, made our country 
a better place for all Americans. 

Benjamin Hooks was a critical figure in the 
fight for civil rights in the United States. In ad-
dition to fighting racial segregation through his 
successful careers a businessman, lawyer, 
judge, and minister, Mr. Hooks is most well 
known for his work with the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People, 
NAACP. Mr. Hooks was a pioneer of the 
NAACP-sponsored restaurant sit-ins and boy-
cotts in the early years of the Civil Rights 
Movement. 

In 1976, the NAACP elected Benjamin 
Hooks as the executive director of the organi-
zation. Mr. Hooks reenergized the NAACP, in-
creased its enrollment dramatically, and en-
hanced the group’s effectiveness. At a time 
when the Civil Rights Movement was widely 
considered to have ended, Mr. Hooks recog-
nized that much work was left to be done and 
recommitted the NAACP to tirelessly fighting 
for the rights of disadvantaged communities 
across the United States. Mr. Hooks guided 
the NAACP through decades of activism and 
oversaw the constant modernization and ad-
aptation of the organization to respond to the 
new challenges of changing times. 

Benjamin Hooks was a giant in the fight for 
civil rights in America over the last 60 years. 
Even as he and his family were targeted in 
bombings against civil rights leaders in the 
1990s, his resolve and commitment to an eq-
uitable society never faltered. In characteristic 
modesty, Benjamin Hooks often referred to 
himself as ‘‘just a poor little old country 
preacher,’’ but the truth is that he was much 
more than that. He left an indelible mark on 
American society and helped improve the lives 
of countless Americans. Mr. Hooks was hon-
ored for his life of service with the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, which President George 
W. Bush presented to him in 2007. 

I extend my deepest condolences to the 
family and friends of Mr. Benjamin Hooks as 
they grieve the loss of this truly special indi-
vidual. 
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RECOGNIZING T.C. MARSH’S JUN-
IOR RESERVE OFFICERS TRAIN-
ING CORPS AND CORPORAL 
DAVID BATES 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 15, 2010 

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize T.C. Marsh Middle School’s 
Army Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps 
(JROTC) and Corporal David Bates on their 
winning the National Middle School Drill 
Championship for the third time. 

Corporal David Bates has led the JROTC 
program for the past eleven years. He has 
taught them the importance of personal re-
sponsibility, discipline, commitment, and hard 
work. Under his leadership, T.C. Marsh’s 
JROTC has taken the prestigious title of Na-
tional Champion three times in the past four 
years. 

After spending countless hours practicing 
their drills, the cadets were ready to compete 
and capture the national title once again. In 
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